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For centuries birds and their magnificent ability to fly have inspired tales of mischief, mystery, and

enchantment. In a collection that is as beautiful as it is timeless, award-winning author Howard

Norman and Caldecott medalists Leo and Diane Dillon offer five bird stories from around the

world--including one about an elusive bird that sings like a warthog and another about a much loved

quail dying of thirst.This glorious collaboration is the perfect gift for any family library, a book that

children and parents alike will treasure.
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One bird tale each from the diverse countries of Australia, Norway, Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe, and China

is retold in this lovely collection. All of them are beautifully illustrated by Caldecott medalists Leo and

Diane Dillon. The stylized art work has the feel of stain glass, with heavy outlines framing various

shaped colored pieces and their complimentary shades and tones. Many of the pictures are full

page size enhancing the effect of these highly ornate visuals. In all cases the illustrations match the

action and mood of the story and help to reveal the personalities of the characters involved. A wide

range of human feelings and attributes are portrayed in these stories. In "The Disobedient Pelican

Daughter," a story from Sri Lanka, we encounter the curious, bold and disobedient daughter of



Goolayyahlee pelican. In the Norwegian tale "The Troll and the Scarf Made of Crows" we meet

clever Olav who outwits the mischievous troll by using his knowledge of the habits of the familiar

crows. "The Beautiful Quail" is a melancholy tale which takes place during a time of extreme

drought in Sri Lanka. In a moving show of sympathy other creatures, recognizing that a world

without quail would be keenly lacking, forsake their own needs to come to the aid of beautiful quail

as she tries to lay her eggs under duress. "The Bird Who Sang Like a Warthog" comes from the

African country of Matabeleland. Kumala, a good man, but a braggart and prone to jealousy, and

Sibanda, a blind man with much insight are the main characters. Sibanda has a remarkable gift of

being able to identify animals, especially birds, by their voices. Kumala is jealous, so much so that

he tricks Sibanda and lies to him. The taunting cries of the birds-"liar, liar, liar...." drive Kumala

insane.
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